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Contact: UM O ’Connor Center for the Rocky Mountain West, (406) 243-7700.
NEW DIRECTOR NAMED AT UM’S 
CENTER FOR THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST
MISSOULA —
The O ’Connor Center for the Rocky Mountain West at The University of Montana will 
make some administrative shifts July 1.
Larry Swanson, center associate director and regional economy associate, will become 
the center’s director. Daniel Kemmis, current director and regional policy associate, will join 
Pat Williams and Bob Brown as center senior fellows.
“For several years, I’ve wanted to pass on the director’s duties to one of my 
colleagues, and I am very grateful that I am finally being allowed to do that and that Larry 
Swanson is available to assume the position,” Kemmis said. “I ’ve taken great satisfaction in 
carrying on the work that Bill Farr began as the center’s founding director, and I look forward 
to continuing, as a senior fellow, to work with Bill and the rest of our staff under Larry 
Swanson’s very able leadership.”
Swanson has worked as a journalist, educator, economic analyst and policy consultant 
and is a leading authority on the economy of the Interior West. He has an undergraduate 
degree in business and journalism and a doctorate in economics and community and regional 
development from the University of Nebraska.
He served as director of the Great Plains Office of Policy Studies at the University of 
Nebraska in the early ’80s. He then worked as a private economist and consultant for several 
years, affiliated with a Washington, D.C., consulting firm. He joined UM in 1988 as director
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of economic analysis for the University’s Bureau of Business and Economic Research.
Swanson moved to the O’Connor Center in 1995 to lead its regional economy program 
at a time when the center expanded and broadened its programming. His work spans projects 
and studies in community and regional development and natural resources, as well as the 
environment and public policy.
Kemmis, author of several respected books on community and regional governance, is a 
former mayor of Missoula and former speaker of the Montana House of Representatives. He 
joined the center as director in 1996, replacing William Farr, the center’s first director when it 
was founded in 1992. Farr, a UM history professor, has continued at the center as associate 
director in regional humanities.
Pat Williams, a former nine-term member of the U.S. House of Representatives, joined 
the Center in 1997 upon leaving Congress. Bob Brown, a former state legislator, Secretary of 
State and candidate for governor, joined the center last January. Center staff teach at UM, 
research, write and do a wide range of community outreach and public education programs and 
activities.
The center is an interdisciplinary program dedicated to broad-based study of the Rocky 
Mountain West region of the United States and Canada. In recent years, the Rocky Mountain 
West has become one of the fastest growing regions in North America. The center is widely 
recognized as one of the leading regional studies and public outreach programs in the western 
United States, with programming in regional humanities, public policy and regional economy.
It receives several hundred thousand dollars in grant and contract funding each year and has 
developed an endowment of more than S3 million.
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